






 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ecologist 
Rodney van der 
Ree has been 
spying on 
native animals 
to determine 
whether a rope 
bridge can help 
them cross roads 
safely. 

Xavier took the position of crossing guard because he liked the 

authority...and the whistle. 



October 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 Sep 2009 (270)  28 (271)  29 (272)  30 (273)  1 Oct (274)  
The Helix comes out 

2 (275)  3 (276)  

4 (277)  
Sputnik, the world’s first 
satellite, launched in 1957  

5 (278)  6 (279)  7 (280)  8 (281)  9 (282)  10 (283)  
 

11 (284)  12 (285)  13 (286)  14 (287)  15 (288)  16 (289)  17 (290)  

18 (291)  
 
 
 

19 (292)  20 (293)  21 (294)  22 (295)  23 (296)  24 (297)  

 

25 (298)  26 (299)  27 (300)  28 (301)  29 (302)  30 (303)  31 (304)  

For more free science fun, news and activities, visit www.csiro.au/sciencemail! 



Researchers from 
the Menzies 
School of Health 
Research in 
Darwin have 
looked at the 
effects of Taipan 
antivenom. 
They’ve found the 
treatment needs to 
be given within 
an hour after the 
bite to be fully 
effective. 

Tilly wasn't sure of the proper way to milk a snake.



November 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Nov 2009 (305)  
Scientriffic comes out 

2 (306)  3 (307)  4 (308)  5 (309)  6 (310)  7 (311)  
Happy 142nd Birthday 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie 

8 (312)  9 (313)  10 (314)  11 (315)  12 (316)  13 (317)  14 (318)  

15 (319)  16 (320)  17 (321)  
 
 
 

 

18 (322)  19 (323)  20 (324)  21 (325)  

22 (326)  23 (327)  24 (328)  
The Origin of Species 
published 
in 1859 

25 (329)  
 

26 (330)  
 

27 (331)  28 (332)  

29 (333)  30 (334)  1 Dec (335)  2 (336)  3 (337)  4 (338)  5 (339)  

For more free science fun, news and activities, visit www.csiro.au/sciencemail! 

http://www.csiro.au/sciencemail


Some crab burrows 
have been found 
with mud walls 
rising a few 
centimetres above 
the entrance. 
Scientists from 
The Australian 
National 
University have 
looked into the 
purposes of these 
little ‘chimneys’. 

Santa Claws knew he had presents to deliver, but 

had trouble finding the burrows' chimneys.



December 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 Nov 2009 (333)  30 (334)  1 Dec (335)  
The Helix comes out 

2 (336)  3 (337)  4 (338)  5 (339)  

6 (340)  7 (341)  8 (342)  9 (343)  10 (344)  11 (345)  12 (346)  

13 (347)  14 (348)  15 (349)  16 (350)  
 
 
 

 

17 (351)  18 (352)  19 (353)  

20 (354)  21 (355)  22 (356)  23 (357)  24 (358)  
Christmas Eve 

25 (359)  
Christmas 

26 (360)  
Boxing Day 

27 (361)  28 (362)  29 (363)  30 (364)  31 (365)  
New Year’s Eve 

1 Jan 2010 (1)  2 (2)  

For more free science fun, news and activities, visit www.csiro.au/sciencemail! 

http://www.csiro.au/sciencemail


School Breaks for 2009 
Australian Capital Territory New South Wales Northern Territory 

Easter 10 April - 27 April Easter 10 April - 27 April Easter 4 April - 13 April 

Winter 4 July - 19 July Winter 11 July - 26 July Winter 20 June - 19 July 
Spring 26 September - 11 October Spring 03 October - 18 October Spring 26 September - 4 October 
Summer 19 December - 28 January 

 

Summer 19 December - 26 January 

 

Summer 12 December - 26 January 
 

Queensland South Australia Tasmania 
Easter 14 April - 19 April Easter 10 April - 26 April Autumn 30 May - 14 June 

Winter 27 June - 12 July Winter 4 July - 19 July Spring 5 September - 20 September 
Spring 19 September - 4 October Spring 26 September - 11 October Summer Starts 18 December  
Summer 12 December - 26 January 

 

Summer 12 December - 27 January 

 

 
 

Victoria Western Australia 
Easter 4 April - 19 April Easter 10 April - 28 April 
Winter 27 June - 12 July Winter 4 July - 20 July 
Spring 19 September - 4 October Spring 26 September - 12 October 
Summer 19 December - 26 January 

 

Summer 18 December - 31 January 

 

CSIRO Science Education Centres – Events and Holiday Programs 
ACT - The Green Machine Science Education Centre  61 (02) 6246 5296  education.act@csiro.au 

New South Wales 61 (02) 9490 8677  education.nsw@csiro.au 

Northern Territory 61 (08) 8944 8496  education.nt@csiro.au 

North Queensland Science Education Centre 61 (07) 4725 7887  education.nqld@csiro.au 

South Queensland 61 (07) 3214 2860  education.sqld@csiro.au 

South Australia 61 (08) 8463 5920  education.sa@csiro.au 

Tasmania 61 (03) 6233 7889  education.tas@csiro.au 

Victoria 61 (03) 9252 6387  education.vic@csiro.au 

Western Australia - Scitech  61 (08) 9215 0700 Visit www.scitech.org.au  
 

Join CSIRO’s Double Helix Science Club! 
If science makes you smile, then join the club! Membership includes a magazine subscription to Scientriffic (age 7+) or The Helix (age 10+) full of news, activities and science fun, exciting events 
around Australia, holiday programs, weekly Science by Email, discounts and lots more. To join call 02 6276 6643 or visit www.csiro.au/helix.  

Science by Email illustrations by Mike McRae. Copyright 2008. Email sciencemail@csiro.au  

http://www.csiro.au/org/psjr.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/psn6.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/psiz.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/pshp.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/psit.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/pscu.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/psj1.html
http://www.csiro.au/org/psny.html
http://www.scitech.org.au/
http://www.csiro.au/helix
mailto:sciencemail@csiro.au



