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Fast Facts about ON, powered by CSIRO 

What is ON, powered by CSIRO? 

• CSIRO launched the ON accelerator in July 2015 as part of its Strategy 2020, designed to boost Australia’s 
innovation performance and create connections between research, science and business. 

• ON consists of two experiences available to research teams: 
o ON Prime is the pre-accelerator program. In ON Prime research teams are encouraged to ‘get out of 

the building’ and talk to prospective customers and industry about how their science or technology 
might address a key challenge for them – it’s about ‘problem discovery’ and testing ‘problem 
solution fit’ for their sci-tech ideas.  

o ON Accelerate is designed to build-on ideas that have been validated in the market and focuses on 
testing and development of sustainable business models that allow them to scale. For successful 
entry to ON Accelerate teams must demonstrate proof of “problem solution fit” through market 
engagement.  

• Since inception, ON teams have conducted 3,536 interviews with customers and experts across their value 
chains to explore the ‘problem solution fit’ for their science and technology and validate it, not just in the lab 
but also in the market  

• For more information visit http://oninnovation.com.au/  
 
Early results from ON include:  

• The incorporation of the Cardihab team after they successfully secured external investment. Cardihab 
developed the world’s only scientifically-validated at-home cardiac rehabilitation application;   

• The Kebari team who signed a major licensing deal with a German brewer to produce the world’s first gluten-
free beer; and  

• The Vaximiser team who have received incubation funding from CSIRO to continue to commercialise a 
premium high yield egg that increases vaccine growth tenfold and will transform the vaccine industry and 
enable vaccine companies to increase response time to new diseases. 

• Above all, ON has started the evolution of an innovation culture by providing opportunities for more 
Australian researchers to develop skills and profile to support excellent science and technology make real 
world impact.  

 
Who is ON open to? 

• On August 1st 2016 CSIRO expanded applications for ON to all Australian Universities and Publicly Funded 
Research Agencies (PFRAs) supported by funding from the National Innovation & Science Agenda 

• The ON experience is open to all research employees (full-time, part-time, casual etc.) of the Universities and 
PFRAs as well as their collaboration partners 

• To date 21 universities and 1 PFRA have signed up as ON Partners. Universities which have joined the 
program so far include: Australian National University; University of New South Wales; The University of 
Wollongong; Curtin University; La Trobe University; Swinburne University; The University of Melbourne; The 
University of Western Australia; Macquarie University; James Cook University; University of Newcastle; 
Victoria University; Queensland University of Technology; Monash University; Southern Cross University; 
University of Southern Queensland; University of Technology Sydney; The University of Adelaide; University 
of South Australia, RMIT and University of Tasmania. 

• 39 teams will undertake ON Prime in one of five delivery hubs around Australia for this round of the program 
– Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth or Canberra.  

 
More about ON Prime 

• The applications received for this round of ON Prime spanned big ideas for health and biosecurity to 
advanced manufacturing, energy, food and agriculture and a broad range of other areas with significant 
national benefit (real-world outcomes) for Australia 

• Three of the Prime delivery hubs in this round of applications sought ideas to address specific strategic 
priorities for Australia across Food and Agriculture, Advanced Manufacturing and National Benefit (climate 
change mitigation, biosecurity solutions etc.) 

http://oninnovation.com.au/

