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Research Projects – CSOF2
Role summary for potential applicants 

	Advertised Job Title:
	Research Assistant – Plant Tissue Culture Or Grapevine transformation

	Reference Number:
	55912

	Classification:
	CSOF2

	Salary Range:
	AU $45,998 to AU $59,290 or pro-rata if part-time plus up to 15.4% superannuation

	Location:
	Waite Campus Adelaide SA

	Tenure:
	Specified Term of 3 years 

	Relocation assistance:
	Will be provided to the successful candidate if required.

	Applications are open to:
	Australian/New Zealand Citizens and Australian Permanent Residents Only

	Functional Area:
	Research Projects

	% Client Focus - Internal:
	up to 40%

	% Client Focus - External:
	60% 

	Reports to the:
	Team Leader – Grapevine Function

	Number of Direct Reports:
	0


	Role Overview:

	The role of Research Projects staff in CSIRO is to collaborate in scientific activities with other research staff usually by assisting with detailed planning, undertaking or assisting with experimental and observational work, and in carrying out the more practical aspects of the work.
This position could be either part time or full time. Hours will be discussed and decided upon with the successful candidate. 
The part time role of the Research Assistant – Tissue Culture is 3 days per week. This role is to support our grapevine transformation and tissue culture team, which collaborates with several laboratories dedicated to breeding better grapevines and rootstocks. In this role you will make up solutions and media and use aseptic techniques to maintain long-term plant tissue cultures and to select transformed plant material. An ability to conduct tissue culture in a laminar flow unit for up to 6 hours a day is essential.
There is an opportunity to work full time in this role with the extra two days per week working with other laboratories doing a range of activities such as fieldwork and sample preparation and analysis.


	Duties and Key Result Areas:

	· Undertake selection and subculturing of grapevine callus, embryos and plantlets.

· Prepare solutions and media accurately.

· Carry out routine laboratory maintenance.

· Maintain accurate and up-to-date records in lab book and using Microsoft office.

· Assist with other projects including field and glasshouse work, grinding plant material, nucleic acid extraction and analysis.
· Communicate effectively and respectfully with all staff, clients and suppliers in the interests of good business practice, collaboration and enhancement of CSIRO’s reputation.

· Work as part of a multi-disciplinary to carry out tasks under limited direction in support of scientific research.

· Work collaboratively with colleagues within your team, the business unit and across CSIRO, to reach objectives.

· Adhere to the spirit and practice of CSIRO’s Values, Health, Safety and Environment plans and policies, Diversity initiatives and Zero Harm goals.

· Other duties as directed. 


	Selection Criteria:

	Under CSIRO policy only those who meet all essential criteria can be appointed

Pre-Requisites:
1. Education/Qualifications:  Relevant Certificate/ Diploma in Horticulture/Plant biology or equivalent experience. 
2. Communication:  Ability to communicate in a courteous manner, both orally and in writing, relaying basic facts, responding appropriately, and posing relevant questions to gain information.
3. Behaviours:  Capable of professional and respectful behaviours and attitudes in a collaborative environment.
4. Adaptability:  The ability to effectively manage a number of competing priorities simultaneously, and carry out supervised non-routine tasks.
5. Problem Solving:  Proven ability to investigate clearly defined problems where the alternative solutions are limited and prescribed or apparent.
Essential Criteria:

1. Demonstrated ability to carry out tissue culture transfers while maintaining sterile conditions.
2. Ability to use stereomicroscopy for selection of fine callus and small embryos.
3. Ability to focus on the job and carry out duties accurately and effectively such as media preparation 
4. Capable of working effectively as part of a multi-disciplinary research team, and carry out tasks under the direction of Scientific Researchers to contribute to the achievement of project milestones.
Desirable Criteria:

1. Driver’s licence 
2. Ability to do fieldwork in hot and cool conditions with the possibility of staying overnight for up to a couple of days.
3. Experience in a research laboratory setting.
As Australia’s Innovation Catalyst, CSIRO has strategic actions underpinned by behaviours aligned to:

· Excellent science

· Inclusion, trust & respect

· Health, safety & environment 

· Delivery on commitments.

In your application and at interview you will need to demonstrate alignment with these behaviours.


	Other Information:

	How to Apply

Please apply for this position online at https://jobs.csiro.au/ and enter requisition number 55912.  Internal applicants please apply via ‘Jobs Central’ in SAP (click ‘Recruitment’)  

Please load your CV (Maximum 2MB). You may also be required to respond to some screening questions.  
If you experience difficulties applying online call 1300 984 220 for assistance.  Outside Australian business hours please email:   csiro-careers@csiro.au. 

Referees:  Please provide contact details of two previous supervisor or academic/professional referees in your resume/CV. We will ask your permission before making contact. 

Contact:  If after reading the position details above you require more information please contact:


Dr Mandy Walker via email: Mandy.Walker@csiro.au or phone: 08 8303 8629
Please do not email your application directly to Dr Walker.   Applications received via this method may not be considered by the selection panel.

About CSIRO

Australia is founding its future on science and innovation. Its national science agency, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is a powerhouse of ideas, technologies and skills for building prosperity, growth, health and sustainability. It serves governments, industries, business and communities across the nation. 

Find out more! www.csiro.au.  

We work flexibly at CSIRO, offering a range of options for how, when and where you work. Talk to us about how this role could be flexible for you. 

Find out more! CSIRO Balance 
CSIRO Agriculture and Food carries out research and development for new agricultural technologies, value added foods, crop and livestock improvement, aquaculture, farming systems, sustainability and advancement of international agriculture.


