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The Canterbury Bankstown local government area is the most populous in Sydney and is expected to
rise by over 15% by the year 2036. It is one of the most culturally diverse cities in NSW. The 2016
Census identified that 61% of Canterbury Bankstown residents spoke a language other than English at
home. It is also home to a large Aboriginal community.

City of Canterbury Bankstown needs to continue efforts to create a harmonious society where
differences are appreciated and celebrated. There is also a challenge for Council to ensure equity in its
services while considering new and innovative ways to disseminate information and engage with a
diverse community, and for those members of the community to be aware of local services’ events and
activities. There are over 129 nationalities and around 200 languages spoken in the Canterbury
Bankstown area and to support its residents, Council has created a Cultural Diversity Plan. The plan
includes strategies and actions to support and enhance City of Canterbury Bankstown’s social and
cultural representation.

Council aims to enhance community engagement within the City of Canterbury Bankstown with digital
technology and placemaking initiatives. These activities include technology provisions for people living
with a disability as well as those who speak English as a second language. Placemaking initiatives in a
diverse community are of a greater challenge to Council as different ethnicities interact with urban
nature spaces (gardens, parks, etc) differently.

Developing these inclusive initiatives for the residents of Canterbury Bankstown is an ongoing
challenge. How your Council tackles the complexity of this issue impacts you and your community now
and in the future.

Your task

Your task is to use the information above and resources provided below as a start to identify a local
problem and design a STEM-focussed solution.

(Question, Design, Explore, Communicate)



Resources

CSIRO research

Spotlight on the wellbeing of young people from refugee and migrant
backgrounds, Data61, November 2017, https://data61.csiro.au/~/media/D61/Files/Bright-
Futures-Spotlight-refugee-migrant.pdf

Reports

Community Planning and Development Action Plans
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community-planning-and-development-action-plans

Canterbury Bankstown, Language spoken at home, 2016 Census
https://profile.id.com.au/canterbury-bankstown/language

Multicultural gardeners and park users benefit from and attach diverse values to urban nature
spaces, Urban Forestry and Urban Greening, December 2019
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1618866718308173

Creative City Strategic Plan 2019-29, City of Canterbury Bankstown
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/creative-city

Articles

Census shows more than half of all Canterbury-Bankstown residents were born overseas, The
Daily Telegraph, July 2017 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/the-express/census-
shows-more-than-half-of-all-canterburybankstown-residents-were-born-overseas/news-
story/88cfa940bac1d36bbbccbdf180430e83

Refugee welcome zones, Refugee Council, April 2021 https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/city-
of-canterbury-bankstown/

A food lover's guide to Bankstown, Sydney, Good Food, June 2020
https://www.goodfood.com.au/eat-out/news/a-food-lovers-guide-to-bankstown-sydney-

20200605-h1ojug

Generation STEM is managed by CSIRO and made possible by an endowment from the NSW Government to
the Science and Industry Endowment Fund (SIEF).
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