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Engaging Youth in the Community

City of Canterbury Bankstown is the most populated local government area in NSW. Young people aged
up to 24 years old make up over 33% of the population, with the median age being 35 years old
compared to 42 years old in NSW.

Young people are a valuable part of the Canterbury Bankstown community and contribute to the City
in a range of ways including through cultural groups, creative and sporting groups, volunteers, and
young workers. A younger population can lead a potential workforce for growing local industries and
bring about increased productivity, innovation, and growing families.

A key focus of Council is to become a Child Friendly City, where the voices, needs, priorities and rights
of children are captured in public policies, programs and decisions. As one of the most diverse
communities in Greater Sydney, Council faces challenges to creating a Child Friendly City, including a
high proportion of households speaking a language other than English and Canterbury Bankstown
being in the top five areas of social disadvantage in Sydney.

Community engagement with young people, parents and carers, youth service providers has identified
ways which Council can improve the lives of young people living in the area. This includes providing
community internet access, as well as placemaking initiatives where young people can safely gather
and spend time with friends.

How your Council tackles the complexity of this issue impacts you and your community now and in the
future.

Youth Action Plan 2019-2023, City of Canterbury Bankstown Council

Your task

Your task is to use the information above and resources provided below as a start to identify a local
problem and design a STEM-focussed solution.

(Question, Design, Explore, Communicate)



Resources

CSIRO research

Spotlight on the wellbeing of young people from refugee and migrant

backgrounds, Data61, November 2017 https://databl.csiro.au/~/media/D61/Files/Bright-
Futures-Spotlight-refugee-
migrant.pdf?la=en&hash=9C2FD36C6D3AA8D25A7878DE6FIB69FEQ062857F2

Reports

Youth Action Plan 2019-2023, City of Canterbury Bankstown, July 2019
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/download file/865/592

Child-Friendly City Action Plan, City of Canterbury Bankstown, February 2020
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/draft-child-friendly-city

Night Time Economy Action Plan 2021-26, City of Canterbury Bankstown, March 2021
https://issuu.com/cbcity/docs/night time economy action plan

Articles and other resources

In the midst of a pandemic, teenagers became critical members of society, Sydney Morning
Herald, May 2020 https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/in-the-midst-of-a-
pandemic-teenagers-became-critical-members-of-society-20200506-p54qgef.html

Lead from the front: The year 12 students who want to make an impact, Sydney Morning
Herald, January 2021, https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/lead-from-the-front-the-year-
12-students-who-want-to-make-an-impact-20210128-p56xii.html

Generation West, https://westernsydney.org.au/generation-west

Canterbury Bankstown Youth page https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/community-
services/young-people

Generation STEM is managed by CSIRO and made possible by an endowment from the NSW Government to
the Science and Industry Endowment Fund (SIEF).
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