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The Director’s Introduction: The Relocation Edition

David Yeates, Director

With so much going on around us at Black Mountain we
decided to focus on images rather than text in this issue of
ANICdotes. Yes, our new collections building is completed
and we are putting it through its final paces before we move
everything in and get busy with research again. It has been a
pleasure working with the professionals at International Art
Services (IAS) during this stressful time as the collection is
on the move. While many of the photos in this issue focus on
aspects of ANIC being decanted and moved, we also feature
staff honours, conference attendance, workshops, and some
preliminary research results. Being spring, the season of new
beginnings, we also feature the new additions to staff families,
bringing joy and sleep deprivation to exhausted parents!

A number of ANIC staff attended the International Congress
of Entomology in Kyoto, Japan, at the end of August. Adam
Slipiriski and Andreas Zwick co-organised popular symposia
and other staff and students presented on recent research.
Juanita Rodriguez is the President of the International Society
of Hymenopterists and is using her influence to promote

the careers of early career female scientists. The conference
was well organised, Kyoto is a beautiful city, and we were all
energised by the interactions with new and old colleagues.

Adam Slipiriski and Lingzi Zhou organised an intensive
Cerambycidae identification course to coincide with the
publication of the prionine volume of the Australian Longicorn

Beetles book series late in 2023. Mario  WEJLLILIL LI iAW %
dos Rios of Queen Mary University,
London, visited us early in 2024 to work
with Hermes Escalona on the ‘big tree’
from the 1000 Insect Transcriptomes
project. David Yuan, our type curator,

has been very busy being both a new
father and also presenting on our primary
type audit project at the Society for the
Preservation of Natural History Collections

(SPNHC) conference, also in Japan, just after ICE.

David Yeates

| am often sent images of insects to identify, but earlier

this year | was sent the most incredible photo that blew my
mind. It turned out to be a large hawkmoth infected with a
entomopathogenic fungus that has sprouted fruiting bodies
on long threads all over the moth. See the photo, read more
about the specimen on page 7.

The decant of ANIC into the new building is a painstaking

and logistically challenging exercise, with all dry specimens
passing through a cycle of freezing (a winter holiday) before
being installed in the new building. In addition, all staff and
equipment have been moved to the new building, providing

a perfect opportunity to reorganise and recurate parts of the
collection. We anticipate that by the next edition of ANICdotes
(#26), we will be able to properly showcase the collection in
its new home.


https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Collections/ANIC
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Medal of the Order of Australia for David

Nicole Fisher

NEW ANIC BABY

On the 16th of June 2024, ANIC technicians David Yuan
and Manda Faizi-Yuan welcomed their daughter Mina
to the world.

David Hatherly, an ANIC and Australian National Herbarium
volunteer since 2017, receiving the Medal of the Order of
Australia in the 2024 Australia Day Honours for services to the
community. See our previous issue (April 2024) for further details.
Congratulations David!

Cabinets are slowly filling in the new building!
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Coleoptera hall happenings BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!

ANIC Research Scientist Dan Huston and wife Rebecca
welcomed twin daughters on the 15th of October. After
a short and uncomplicated labour, Morgan Athena
(right) was born at 2.6 kilos. 16 minutes later Ember
Jean arrived at 3.1 kilos. Both are healthy and growing
well. Their older sister Petra (2.75 years) is delighted
with her new baby sisters.

Dr Lingzi Zhou and Dr Adam Slipiriski visiting the Department of Industry
Tourism and Trade agriculture collection in the Northern Territory to examine
species of Dermestidae, Bostrichidae, and Cerambycidae, July 2024

i rl F 1%

ANIC-led Cerambycidae identification training for DAFF officers, held in

the old ANIC building, April 2024. Left to right: Justin Bartlett (Queensland
Last year, ANIC was visited by Mario dos Reis (Queen Mary University Department of Agriculture), Adam Slipiiski, Lingzi Zhou, Jo Benevenute-Parish
of London) to start the work on a gigantic insect dating for the 1KITE (1K (Federal Department of Agriculture), Mike Elias, Adam Broadley (Federal
Insect Transcriptome Evolution) Project. Department of Agriculture)
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ICE2024 in Kyoto: International Congress of Entomology

I . (E lO A host of ANIC staff and RN AN I
: XXVl Infernatfional Congress of EIN | OMO i
’f € gy students attending ICE XXV national Congress of E I :o]ogy
ICE 2024 New Discoveries through Consilience in Kyoto this year—an ' N -
- KYOTC p invaluable opportunity to KvoTo New Discoveries through Consilience
Cenfer catch up with colleagues :

from around the globe!

Dates: August 25-30,32
o ;

Top left: Dipterists swarm
together! L to R: Yuyu Wang
(Hebei Agricultural University,
China) Keith Bayless (ANIC),
David Yeates (ANIC), Li Shi

| (Inner Mongolia Agricultural :
University, China) Yunlan Jiang i
(Hebei Agricultural University,
China), Yue-Tian Gao (China Agricultural
University)

Bottom left: lan Naumann and Dr Jinping
Zhang, CABI, Beijing at ICE, Kyoto. Jinping
is a biocontrol entomologist working

on natural enemies of invasive species,
including Anastatus which attack eggs of
pest stink bugs

r XXVl Infernational Congressof En | o i"'nology N N
op right: International Society o

Ie New DiSCOVGﬂOS Through Con silience Hymenopterists Executive committee at
ICE. L to R: Emma Karrnds, Erinn Fagan-
Jeffries, Juanita Rodriguez, Natalie Dale-
Skey, Miles Zhang, Jessica Awad, Craig
Brabant, Taisuke Kawano

. A \\q \ Bottom right: Women in the

! \ International Society of Hymenopterists
@ breakfast at ICE. Clockwise from front
~ left: Mollie Slater-Baker, Buntika
|__:'.r, ! ! Butcher, Jill Oberski, Juanita Rodriguez,
Natalie Dale-Skey, Jessica Awad, Erinn
Fagan-Jeffries, Atiyeh Naghizadeh,
Fiorella Ramirez Esquivel, lona
Cunningham-Eurich

}.? -
{

...continued on page 5
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...continued from page 4

A WARM WELCOME TO IAS

ANIC is delighted to welcome International Art Service (IAS) Fine Art Logistics onboard for
the relocation! IAS has been contracted to assist with packing, transport and quarantine of
| = e - - I our specimens on their way to the new building.
' KN = We appreciate their enthusiasm, dedication
and flexibility in the face of the ever-changing
relocation schedule and flow-on effects

=

Top left: Jake and Rani admiring a drawer from the
Bornemissza collection

oy
> « g
r..%** Uiy
B
k

: \ Bottom left: Another iconic and invaluable member of the
s /4 Tty B rl';',., ~ IAS team, with Telstra Tower in the background

= fith ; .~ Right: Enthusiastic visitors remind us to stop and admire
An entomology conference hosted in Japan is obviously not complete without a display of local what we see every day! Stophe shows off the butterfly

artistry, including these amazingly intricate origami beetles

collection as drawers are placed into the moving dolly
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Joint SPNHC-TDWG Conference in Okinawa

David Yuan

Davis Yuan attended
the joint Society for the
Preservation of Natural
History Collections ESPNHC
(SPNHC) and Biodiversity
Information Standards

(TOWG) conference, Welcome to SPNHC-TDWG 2024

hosted in Okinawa, Japan

this year | r': F's e MAX

Schedule PICTURAE

Top left: The opening of
SPNHC-TDWG conference
2024 in Okinawa

' GBIF

Bottom left: David’s
presentation about ANIC
type project (in session
CTRBO2 if anyone wishes
to learn more!)

Right: Conference
beachcombing and
cleanup activity-an
opportunity to find some
natural curiosities and
help dispose of some
rubbish properly!

Making every type count

The type digitisation pipeline at the Australian Natignal Inseet Collection (ANIC)

In Se3zion CTRBOD

Dawid Yuan®, Nicole Fiher, Federca Taroo

2004 T s 15 el fcomiand v (1 17



ANIC dotes 4’ b

- _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________N
ISSUE 25 e October 2024

A rare entomopathogenic fungus joins ANIC BACK IN TIME

You Ning Su
In an exciting new addition to the ANIC, a rare The new collections building, this time, a year ago!
moth infected with an entomopathogenic It’s now rather more than just a couple of holes in
fungus has arrived at the collection, thanks to the ground. Photo taken by David Yeates from the
the sharp observation of a mushroom enthusiast Herbarium’s Map Room-an excellent vantage point over
on a Facebook group. The specimen, discovered the construction!

in northeastern New South Wales, was brought
to David Yeates’ attention by a friend who
shared an image of what appeared to be a moth
overtaken by a parasitic fungus.

After reviewing the photos, David contacted

Ben Phythian, the collector, who kindly agreed
to preserve the specimen for the collection. Ben
returned to the site and, to his delight, found the
moth still intact two and a half weeks later.

| travelled to the Gold Coast to meet Ben

and retrieve the specimen, which is now in
quarantine in the freezer. Based on intuition,
the fungus was identified as probably belonging
to the Akanthomyces genus, known for infecting
large moths and butterflies, and the host has
been confirmed to be a hawkmoth (Acosmeryx
cinnamomea).

This rare discovery offers a unique glimpse into
the world of fungal parasitism and enriches
ANIC'’s holdings, providing valuable material
for future research. ANIC is grateful for Ben’s
enthusiasm and his significant contribution to
advancing scientific understanding.

Photograph by Ben Phythian
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Cleaning up, clearing out

Bonnie Koopmans

An issue with before and after photos is that | never
think to take the ‘before’ photo until I'm halfway done!
Nevertheless, | knew that rehoming the wasp nest
collection would be incredibly satisfying. With help
from wonderful Ant Man Jon Lewis, the nests were
transferred from random plastic bags and inappropriate
tubs (/ Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter!) into standardised
archival boxes for both relocation and longer-term
storage purposes. Not pictured: the nests discarded
prior to taking the ‘before’ photo-victims of a lack of
data and improper storage, with many mud nests that
had simply reverted to bags of dirt over time. Proper
labels for the new boxes are on the to-do list so we can
tell what is inside each one at a glance.

Bare offices are now the norm throughout ANIC, and
anyone who has visited us previously will understand
what a mammoth task it has been to clear out!
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Weevils move house (with bonus winter holiday)

Debbie Jennings

1. Security check: Jake (IAS) making the final adjustments on the drawer transport units, each made from four

cabinets to ensure drawer safety. Weevils were the first group to move out of ANIC and into the new building 3. Boarding

—a momentous occasion in the relocation process!

2. Cabinets patiently waiting in the departure lounge 4. Transport inspection with Sean (IAS) and Federica Turco

...continued on page 11
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...continued from page 10

5. Seatbelt safety demonstration ; vy ; il b §
conducted by Bowdi. b B : al ;:n I
Photo by Stophe Chevalier : wikbl i

ittt 1

o

Disembarkment and arrival at the
temporary winter holiday
accommodation: freezer shipping
containers. A low temperature treatment
was chosen for the quarantine of
specimens to ensure no pests were
introduced to the new collections
building during the relocation.

7. Out of holiday mode and into the
new building

8. The first weevils safely installed in their
new home
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Relocation underway!

Christine Fernance

The Digitisation Team is very
excited to be setting up our
new digs in the new collections
building. Here is a before of
our workspace at ANIC (right)
and after (below) in the new
Digitisation Suite, including one
of our GigaMacro imaging bays
(far right).
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