
Revealing the lifespans of animals

Australia’s National Science Agency

Our DNA-based lifespan clock can reveal the lifespans of extinct and 
vulnerable species. Talk to us about using our lifespan estimates for better 
fisheries and wildlife management.

EXTINCT LIVING

African Wild Dog
20 years

Milkfish
12 years

Komodo dragon
48 years

Little bush moa
23 years

European turtle dove
27 years

African bullfrog
19.8 years

Passenger pigeon 
28 years

Neanderthal & Denisovan 
37.8 years 

Early modern human
38 years
Chimpanzee
39.7 years

Narwhal
52 years

Woolly mammoth 
60 years

Straight tusked elephant 
60 years

Sperm Whale
92 years 
Humpback Whale 
93 years

Bowhead whale
268 years

Pinta Island giant tortoise
120 years
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